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Synopsis 
 
Current Position: R. Bruce Townsend Professor of Law, Indiana University, Robert H. 
McKinney School of Law-Indianapolis; Professor of Philosophy (Adjunct), I.U.P.U.I. Department of Philosophy; Dean’s Fellow; John S. Grimes, Fellow.   
 
Education: Joint Ph.D. in philosophy and J.D., Georgetown University, Kennedy Institute of Ethics. 
 
Law Courses: Constitutional Law, Civil Procedure, Torts, Jurisprudence, Religion and the Constitution, Legal and Ethical Issues at the End of Life. Philosophy courses: Intellectual Foundations of Modern Liberalism and Conservatism, Philosophical Issues in the Criminal Law.       
 
Publications 
 
Books on Law, Philosophy and Politics:  
 
The Prophet of Modern Constitutional Liberalism: John Stuart Mill and the Supreme Court (Cambridge University Press, 2020.)  
 
After the Natural Law: How the Classical Worldview Supports Our Modern Moral and Political Values (Ignatius Press, 2016), translated into German: Nach dem Naturrecht (Ignatius, 2018).  
  	 
The Political Centrist (Vanderbilt University Press, 2009).  
 
An Ethical and Legal Analysis of Surrogate Parenting Contracts (UMI, dissertation, 1990). 
 
Non-Academic Books: 
 
The Case for Vegetarianism: Philosophy for a Small Planet (Rowman and Littlefield, 1996) 
 
The Enlightened Society (Theosophical Publishing House, 1987)   
 
Law Review Articles 
 
The Father of Modern Constitutional Liberalism, 27 William and Mary Bill of Rights 
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Journal 431 (2018).   
 
Theism, Naturalism and Liberalism: John Stuart Mill and the “Final Inexplicability” of the Self, 39 Pepperdine Law Review 1401 (2013)(invited piece for Symposium on Law and Religion.)    
The Constitutional Status of Morals Legislation, 98 Kentucky Law Journal 1 (2009).  
 
Five Faces of Liberty in American Political and Constitutional Thought, 45 Boston College Law Review 499 (2004). 
 
A Theory of Merit, 1 Georgetown Journal of Law and Public Policy 15 (2002) (invited piece, first article published in the inaugural issue of this journal.)  
 
A Third Theory of Liberty: The Evolution of Our Conception of Freedom in American Constitutional Thought, 29 Hastings Constitutional Law Quarterly 115-184 (2002). 
 
A Utilitarian Theory of Duress, 84 Iowa Law Review 275-338 (1999). 
 
Moralized Theories of Coercion: A Critical Analysis, 74 Denver Law Review 907 (1997). 
 
Law and the Concept of the Core Self: Toward a Reconciliation of Naturalism and Humanism, 80 Marquette Law Review 289-390 (1997). 
 
Mill, Freud and Skinner: The Concept of the Self and the Moral Psychology of Liberty, 26 Seton Hall Law Review 92-182 (1995). 
 
Exploitation, 79 Cornell Law Review 631 (1994). 
 
What Does It Mean To Be a Parent?: The Claims of Biology as the Basis for Parental Rights, 66 New York University Law Review 353 (1991) (quoted and analysis adopted by the Supreme Court of California in Johnson v. Calvert, 851 P. 2d 776, 781-82 (Cal. 1993)). 
 
Note, Freedom, Determinism and the Externalization of Responsibility in the Law: A Philosophical Analysis, winner of the Michum award, 76 Georgetown Law Journal 2045 (1988). 
 
Shorter Articles and Book Chapters 
 
The History, Enemies and Importance of Natural Law, Catholic World Report (May 10, 2016),http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/4770/the_history_enemies_and_importan ce_of_natural_law.aspx . 
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How Vegetarianism Led Me to a Pro-Life Position, The Animals’ Agenda (May/June, 1998). 
 
Should Vegetarians Be Moral Proselytizers?, 17(6) The Animals’ Agenda 44-45 (Nov./Dec. 1997). 
 
The Zone of Privacy and the Right to Use Drugs: A Jurisprudential Critique, in Drug Legalization: For and Against (Open Court, 1992). 
 
In Defense of Enforcement of the Surrogate Contract: A Reply to Field, 9 Politics and the Life Sciences 253 (February, 1991). 
 
The Case for Enforcement of the Surrogate Contract, 8 Politics and the Life Sciences 147 (February, 1990). 
 
Scholarly Presentations and Panels Prior to the Pandemic 
 
Invited participant in a conference on “The Common Law Origins of the Constitution,” sponsored by the Federalist Society, Charlotte, North Carolina (Oct. 24-26, 2019). 
 
“From the Harm Principle to the Right to Privacy: John Stuart Mill’s Legacy to American Constitutional Law,” Conference on Dignity, Tradition & Constitutional Due Process,: 
Competing Judicial Paradigms, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Boyd School of Law, March 14-15, 2019.     
 
“John Stuart Mill: Father of Modern Constitutional Liberalism,” talk delivered to the Philosophy Club, IUPUI, Jan. 29, 2019.  
 
“Stumbling toward God,” talk delivered to United Methodist Congregation, Zionsville, IN., Jan.12, 2019.  
 
Book talk: After the Natural Law: Indiana Authors Conference, Bastiat Society: Indianapolis, Dec. 13, 2018.  
 
“The Jurisprudence of William Blackstone and Adam Smith” Participant at Liberty Fund Conference by invitation, Phoenix. AZ, Nov. 1-4, 2018.  
 
“Free Will and Liberty: The Relationship between Inner Freedom of Choice and Political Liberty,” solo presentation to the Frederic Bastiat Society, Indianapolis, Sept. 19, 2018.  
 
“The Masterpiece Cakeshop Case,” panel presentation at Constitution Day, IU-McKinney, Law School, Sept. 17, 2018.  
 
“Free Will, Determinism and the Law,” Liberty Fund Conference, Denver, CO (June 7-9, 
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2018)(three-day scholarly panel and exchange of sixteen philosophers, lawyers and anthropologists.)  
 
“John Stuart Mill and the American Constitution.” Presentation to the law faculty of Universidad de San Andres, Argentina, May 18, 2018.  
 
“From the Harm Principle to the Right to Privacy: John Stuart Mill’s Influence on Modern Constitutional Rights Jurisprudence.” Presentation to the law faculty, Universidad Catolica of Argentina (UCA), Buenos Aires, May, 16, 2018.  
 
Previous Legal and Teaching Experience 
 
Visiting Professor of Law, Western New England College of Law, 2002-03.                              
 
Professor of Law, St. Thomas University, School of Law, Miami, FL. 1995-2002.                        
 
Professor of Law, Western State University, Irvine, CA. 1991-95.  
                                             
Visiting Assistant Professor of Law, IIT-Chicago Kent College of Law, 1989-91.                         
 
Attorney, Appellate Litigation, Chapman and Cutler, Chicago, 1988-89.                                  
 
Member of the Bar: Illinois (1988) and California (1993). 
 
Adjunct Lecturer in Philosophy and Medical Ethics 
  
Adjunct Professor, Saddleback Community College, 1993-94 (History of Philosophy).  
 	 
Visiting Professor of Medical Humanities, University of Illinois-Chicago.  
 
Medical School, 1989-91 (Ethical Issues in Medicine).                                            
 	 
Adjunct Professor, University of the District of Columbia, 1987-88 (Logic).                            
 	 
Northern Illinois University, 1984-85, 1989-90 (Contemporary Moral Issues.)                                                                    
Education 
 
Ph.D. in Philosophy, Georgetown University, Philosophy Department and the Kennedy Institute of Ethics, 1986-89.s 
 
-Pass with Distinction, Doctoral Qualifying Exam in Ethical Theory.  
-Dissertation: An Ethical and Legal Analysis of Surrogate Parenting Contracts.  
 
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center, 1985-88. 
 
· Articles Editor, Georgetown Journal of Legal Ethics. 
· Associate Editor, Georgetown Law Journal and Articles Editor and a founding member of the Georgetown Journal of Legal Ethics. 
· Brent Mickum Award: Best Senior Paper by a law student, 1988. Paper title: 
 “Freedom, Determinism and the Externalization of Responsibility in the Law:  
 A Philosophical Analysis,” published as a Note in the Georgetown Law Journal.      
 
These two degrees completed as part of a joint degree program between the law school, the philosophy department and the Kennedy Institute of Ethics (1985-89).  
 
M.A. in Philosophy, Northern Illinois University, 1983-85 -High Pass, Comprehensive Exam in Ethical Theory.  
-President, Philosophy Honor Society. 
-Undergraduate Lecturer in Logic, and Contemporary Moral Issues.       
 
B.A., Northern Illinois University, (Philosophy and Communications), 1978-82 -Debating Team. 
-Selke Oratory Finalist: University-wide speaking award: 1979, 1980 and 1981. 
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